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Abstract: The past century has witnessed an extraordinary flowering of literary genres 

from countries previously colonized by Britain. Postcolonial writings from formerly 

colonized countries like Africa, The America, The Middle East, Asia and Pacific have 

significant concerns and characteristics. Amitav Ghosh, one of the most widely known 

Indian writers, writes from a post-colonial consciousness. He belongs to the nation that 

was once conquered and ruled by the imperialist. This has influenced his writing a lot. 

His novel “The Glass Palace” serves as a paradigm of Post-Colonial text. The Glass 

Palace is a story about three generations of two families in Burmese, India and Malaya. It 

is a historical novel about the British colonization of Burma. In this novel, Ghosh reveals 

the brutal greed of the people at various levels. This paper analysis the defeats, 

disappointments of dislocated and subjugated people and their exiling king.  

Displacement makes the people completely oblivious of their roots and makes them feel 

alienated in their own country.   
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Introduction 

The term ‘post-colonial’ encompasses all the culture affected by the imperial process 

from the period of colonization to the present day. Post colonialism is one of the significant, 

widely employed and deliberated critical theories of late. Though, it relates its idea from 

Marxism, post structuralism and post modernism, it has drawn the attention of more and more 

readers and scholar throughout the world. Postcolonial literature explores a wide range of 

Anglophone postcolonial writings from Africa,Australia, the Caribbean, India and Ireland. Many 

post-colonial writers writes in the global language, English and focus on common themes such as 

the struggles for independence, immigration, national identity, feminism, displacement, 

ybridity and diaspora. 
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Postcolonial theory became a part of the critical tool box in the 1970s. Edward 

Said’sOrientalism (1978) is considered to be the foundational work on which post-colonial 

theory has developed.In the book Orientalism, Said applied Michel Foucault’s technique of 

discourse analysis to the production of knowledge about the Middle East. The term ybridity s 

described a structured set of concepts, assumptions, and discursive practices that were used to 

produce, interpret, and evaluate knowledge about non – European peoples. 

There are writers who emerged after the colonial situation. They are basically called post-

colonialwriters. Notable among them are Salman Rushdie, Anita Desai, Arundhathi Roy and 

AmitavGhosh. Their writings incidentally discuss post-colonial issues. For example, 

AmitavGhosh writes in the style of travel writing. His novels attempt to present the colonial, pre-

colonial and post-colonial worlds through the eyes of an objective narrator. His works are quite 

different from other works. He establishes a link between the past and the present through 

stories. AmitavGhosh was born in the post – independence Era in Calcutta on 11th July 1956. He 

grew up in East Pakistan (Bangladesh) Sri Lanka, Iran & India. In his childhood days he grew up 

by listening to the stories of partition, the struggle for independence and the Second World War. 

History has thus become AmitavGhosh’s prime obsession. His fiction always deals with deal 

with political and historical consciousness. 

He used all these memories to construct the concept in his novels. Ghosh published his 

first novel, The Circle ofReason (1986)  followed by The Shadow Line (1998), The Calcutta 

Chromosome (1995), The Glass Palace (2000), The Hungry Tide (2004), Sea Of Poppies (2008) 

and Rive of Smoke (2011).  His notable non – fictions are, In an Antique land (1992), Dancing in 

Cambodia, and at Large in Burma (1998 Essay), Countdown (1999), The Imam & Indians (2003 

Essay), Incendiary Circumstances (2006 Essay). These essays are based on different themes such 

as fundamentalism, history of Egyptian culture and literature. 

Displacement or Dislocation 

 The critical term ‘Dislocation’ refers to the occasion of displacement that occurs as a 

result of the imperial occupation and the experiences that are associated with this event. The 
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phenomenon of displacement may be the result of migrating from one country to another by 

slavery or imprisonment, by invasion and settlement or a consequence of willing or unwilling 

movement from a known to unknown location. The term dislocation is used to describe the 

experience of those who have moved willing or unwilling from ‘home’ to another place. But its 

impact is ubiquitous. This dislocation leads to ybridity. It literally means an amalgamation of 

two or more cultures. Displacement is one of the main concepts in post-colonial literature in 

English. The extreme form of physical, social and individual dislocation involved in the 

institution of slavery has led some Caribbean critics, such as Denis Williams, Wilson Harris and 

EduardGlissant, to suggest that,“Dislocation is the key to a release of a distinctive form of 

cultural energy.”(Ashcroft, 74)  Dislocation gives rise to multiculturism.  

Displaced People in the Glass Palace 

The novels of AmitavGhosh reflect that he is very much involved in serious issues faced 

by contemporary former colonies in Asia and Africa. The Glass Palaceintact several themes like 

displacement or dislocation, blurring of boundaries, colonization, migration, unhousedness, 

conflict of cultures and ybridity s. The theme of dislocation is one of the main and major 

themes in The Glass Palace .It is a novel about many places, war and displacement, exile and 

ybridity s. In this novel history and fiction, autobiographical records and memories are 

interwoven together to make the novel interesting. In this novel a historical event leads to a 

series of connected dislocation.Ghosh seeks an understanding of the past to have a bearing upon 

the presents. In this novel one historical event leads to a series of connected dislocations. One 

can find the flowering of past in the present throughout the novel. 

The Glass Palace is the saga of three generation of two closely linked families in Burma, 

India and Malaya from 1885 and 1956. It is also a historical novel about the British colonization 

in Burma.  It is a story about an Indian orphan who is transported to Burma by accidently. The 

name of the character is Raj Kumar, who is protagonist of this novel.As a child, Rajkumar is 

remarkable for his exploring spirit, he likes to exaggerate his age, and ability to take risks. He 

works in a tea stall under the lady Ma- Cho. She is also the secret lover of SayaJohn. Once he 

lands in Mandalay, his life totally has been changed after British colonization. He starts 
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searching for the places and peoples. He is completingpoor in an alien city with absolutely no 

acquaintances. Later he befriends with Doh say and Saya John,who are rich and powerful 

member of the Indian community in Burma.  He married dolly, the devoted maid servant of 

Queen Supayalat, with whom he had fallen in love at first sight as a boy during the British 

takeover of Mandalay. Dolly now lives in India, a city called Ratnagiri with the exiled King 

Thebaw, Queen Supayalat, and thePrincesses. ThereDolly becomes lifelong friend of Uma, the 

wife of Indian district collector is assigned to look after the King Thebaw and his family in 

Ratnagiri .Through Uma’s contact, Raj Kumar finally marries Dolly. 

The dislocation which resulted from colonial occupation may help some people to 

migrate, to form their personality using their skills, and to prosper in their lives. Ghosh doesn’t 

exactly say the dislocation causes only disadvantages.He vividly represents the other side of 

dislocation. . For instance, Rajkumar the protagonist, lands in Mandalay. He isbasically from 

Chittagong. But later he develops the sense of belonging at the new palace and overcomes the 

challenging barriers. In fact, barriers cause progress in his case. When he views the fort of 

Mandalay, automatically he knows that orphan like him cannot go there. Yet “no matter what Ma 

Cho said, he decided, he would cross the moat, before he left the Mandalay, he would find a way 

in.” (TGP 7) This is the spark that sets Raj Kumar apart for a life of success, adventure and 

prosperity. Later Raj Kumar has become a successful and respected business man. 

The remaining chapters of the novel deals with the life of three families, Dolly and Raj 

Kumar in Burma, Uma and her brother in India , and Saya John and his son Mathew in Malaya 

and the problem faced by them. “The trouble was that there was never enough money to pay 

their salaries. The king and queen had sold almost everything they had brought over Mandalay; 

their treasure was gone, all except for a few keep sakes and mementos.” (TGP 81)  

The queen says that the imperial powers had not only dislocated them but they would 

dislocate the entire Burma. Also the queen says in anger “they took our kingdom, promising 

roads and railway and ports, this is how it will end. In a few decades the wealth will be gone-all 

the gems, the timber and oil and then they too will leave” (TGP 88). 



     Scholar Critic                                                 ISSN 2348 – 6937 (Print)                                                                                         
        Vol-02, Issue-02, August 2015.                                                      ISSN 2348 – 6945 (Online) 

 
 

180 
 

Dislocation has resulted in the cultural transformation. When KingThebaw and his family 

exiled to Ratnagiri, initially the family could retain Burmese culture. But because of long stay 

they adopt to the new culture. 

Roots and Routes 

 The impact of cultural ‘roots’ and ‘routes’ upon the life of the people of postcolonial 

nation are ybridity  on the pages of Ghosh’s novels.The Glass Palace vividly depicts the 

victims of history and the influence of cultural ‘roots’ and ‘routes’ over three generations and 

three nations in the postcolonial perspective. The Burmese culture, the Indo-Malaya culture and 

the Indian Culture are interwoven in the novel as background history. The historical characters in 

the novel are the exiled king Thebaw, his Queen Supayalat and the Princess and the fictional 

character Dolly all belong to the Burmese ethic group. After their exile to Ratnagiri, the 

dethroned king withdraws himself from all the worlds’ affairs to a mood of attaining salvation. 

Queen Supayalat suppresses her hatred towards the aggressive colonizer and feels a revengeful 

satisfaction in the love of her first daughter with a coachmen and the consequent pregnancy. The 

princesses assimilate with the new culture of the settled country. 

Another set of people comprises of Rajkumar as Raha, Saya John, an Indian immigrant to 

Burma and a Chinese immigrant to Malaya respectively. These people follow the colonial rule 

and their intention is to utilize the vast resource potential, they make adjustments according to 

the requirement of their enterprises. 

The upper caste people in India utilize the fruits of western education and enter into 

government employment. As a true administrator of Indian civil service, BeniPrasadDey serves 

his master faithfully who belongs to Britain but he is terminated from his service because of a 

minor problem. His wife, UmaDey, an elite lady, who belongs to Indian middle class, is a 

representative of the first generation of politicians belonging to the post-independence era. 

All these characters in the novel overcome different situation and their roots and routes 

changes due to British colonization. 
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Push and Pull Factor Behind Migration 

Migration (human) is the movement of people from one place in the world to another, for 

the purpose of taking up permanent or semi-permanent residence, usually across a political 

boundary. There are two types of migration, voluntary migration and involuntary migration. 

Migration and Displacement are predominant in Amitav Ghosh novels. His character 

faces both historical and unhistorical experience, movement from their place of birth to a foreign 

or alien land.Ghosh’s novel mostly deals with migrant characters, who have experienced forced 

and voluntary migration. Forced migration becomes the foundation for their migration and 

displacement, while voluntary migration becomes basis of their relocation for migrant and forced 

to migrate to another land, either through the influence of a ‘push’ factor in the form of an 

involuntary migration are a ‘pull’ factor that draws them to migrate to another land voluntarily. 

“The ‘push’ factors are ‘negative’ factors tending to force migrants to leave origin areas, while 

the ‘pull’ factors are ‘positive’ factors attracting migrants to destination areas in the expectation 

of improving their lots.” (Lobo, 9). Both the ‘push’ factor and the ‘pull’ factor of migration 

influence the lives of Ghosh’s character greatly. Ghosh sketches the response of the migrant, 

who are on the verge of arrival at the new land.Rajkumar in The Glass Palace is the paradigm of 

migrant character, who builds his home in his adopted land and his adopted country gives him all 

that his land of birth has only taken away from him. Thus Rajkumar’s migration to Burma 

increase his position from a poor orphan ‘kaala’ to a prosperous business man in pre-war 

Rangoon. If the ‘pull’ factor provoke Rajkumar to abandon his home country to migrate to 

Burma, it is the ‘push’ factor that forces his return to his own country. If history has helped him 

stabilized his existence as an Indian migrant in Burma again it is the same history later on that 

reverses his condition and status. 

AmitavGhosh addresses the impact of migration as it befalls on his migrants. In the new 

land migrants are driven out of their country by force and are befuddled of their position while 

undergoing a confused state of mind. They experience a sense of ybridity s that could only be 

made stable with a possible return back home. This further leads to a feeling of alienation as the 

migrants are in constant search of their identity. 
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Conclusion 

The novel The Glass Palace is deals withthemajor postcolonial theme of dislocation and 

its implication. This novel depicts how dislocation has turned out to be a boon for some 

characters in the novel like Rajkumar,Saya John and Dolly. It also throws light on how 

dislocation has led to communal clash, cultural and psychological conflict and how families are 

integrated and disintegrated. Therefore, it is a novel of epic scale, besides dislocation, it throws 

light on other connected issues like blurring of boundaries, ybridity and ambivalence. And this 

paper tells us how dislocated people become transcultural and hybridizes in various places. The 

Glass Palace is the perfect manifestation of almost all the major concerns of Ghosh, blended into 

a wonderful epic narrative. Most of his work concern with the theme of post coloniality. The 

homeless and displaced migrant native is inseparable part of a post-colonial novel.Diasporic 

communities of people formed by forced or voluntary migration may all be affected by this 

process of dislocation.  
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